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1. Introduction and aims
This policy identifies that mobile devices such as: laptops, tablets, mobile phones, smart watches, e-readers, games consoles and social media, are an important part of everyday life, which present positive and exciting opportunities, as well as challenges and risks.

Our policy aims to:

· Promote, and set an example for, safe respectful and responsible use of mobile technology and social media 
· Set clear guidelines for the use of mobile technology and social media for pupils, parents and carers or other family members
· Support the school’s other policies, especially those related to staff acceptable use of IT, Safeguarding, Child Protection and Behaviour
The term social media may include (but is not limited to) blogs, vlogs, wikis, social networking sites, forums, bulletin boards, online gaming, apps, video/photo sharing sites, chatrooms and instant messenger apps or services.

2. Scope

This policy covers any device that has the ability to:
· Send and receive messages in any form

· Take and store images/recordings

· Connect to the internet or any social media platform
This policy applies to any pupil, parent/carer or other family member

3. Roles and responsibilities

Pupils are responsible for ensuring safe, respectful and responsible use of mobile technology and social media.
Parents, in relation to school matters, are responsible for ensuring safe, respectful and responsible use of mobile technology and social media platforms. Additionally, they are responsible for ensuring that their children do the same.
All staff (including supply staff) are responsible for enforcing this policy and modelling good habits. 

Volunteers, or anyone else otherwise engaged by the school, must alert a member of staff if they witness, or are aware of, a breach of this policy.

Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSLs) will be informed of any breaches. They will then take all necessary steps to safeguard the pupils involved, which may include the involvement of outside agencies such as Children’s Social Care.

The headteacher is responsible for ensuring that this policy is monitored and reviewed every three years, and holding pupils, parents or other family members accountable. 

4. Data protection

Pupils, parents/carers and other family members must not use any form of mobile technology or personal social media accounts to store or process personal data or any other confidential school information unless otherwise agreed with the headteacher. This includes photographing or videoing school events, such as sports day and performances.
5. Safeguarding

Whilst parents may believe that their child is mature enough, the legal age for social media sites, including TikTok, is 13. Before raising concern about an incident or another child’s conduct, parents should consider whether their child should be accessing that platform.
Pupils must refrain from giving their personal contact details whilst online, or through messaging apps, even if they believe they know the person that they are communicating with. 
Pupils, parents and other family members, must not use their mobile phones to take photographs or recordings of other pupils, their work, or anything else that could identify a pupil. This includes school social events, such as discos, or the walk to/from school. 
6. Use of mobile phones by pupils

Under certain circumstances, pupils will be permitted to bring a mobile phone in to school. This includes, but is not limited to; travelling to/from school unaccompanied by an adult or older sibling.
A pupil should not bring a mobile device to school without first agreeing it with their class teacher, the headteacher or their deputy.
If pupils are allowed to bring phones to school they must be turned off and handed to their class teacher for safe keeping as soon as they arrive in school. They must not be kept anywhere else.

Mobile phones must not be used on the school site unless they are notifying a parent of their arrival or departure. 
Pupils must adhere to the school’s Acceptable Use Agreement.

7. Sanctions
Any breach or reported misuse of a mobile phone will result in:
· The phone being confiscated. (Schools are permitted to confiscate phones from pupils under sections 91 and 94 of the Education and Inspections Act 2006)

· If a phone is confiscated, a parent must come to the school and collect it from a senior leader
· If a phone is confiscated on 3 occasions, or there is a serious breach in conduct, a complete ban can be imposed
Staff have the power to search pupils’ phones, as set out in the DfE’s guidance on searching, screening and confiscation. 
If inappropriate content is discovered:
Staff should:

· Contact a DSL as soon as possible to agree the next steps
· Confiscate the phone immediately. Screen shots of online conversations may be taken as a matter of record 
· Contact all parents concerned
· Contact external agencies, if required
· Not knowingly view inappropriate images
Parents should:

· Support the school in their decisions
· Ensure that appropriate actions are taken as a result of the incident
· Ensure that appropriate parent locks are in place to protect the child
Pupils should:

· Take responsibility to use the device appropriately
· Take responsibility to ensure no one else uses the device
Certain types of conduct, such as bullying or harassment can be classified as criminal conduct. The school takes such conduct extremely seriously, and will involve the police or other agencies as appropriate. Such conduct includes, but is not limited to:

· Youth produced sexual imagery (previously called ‘Sexting’) and upskirting
· Threats of violence or assault

· Abusive calls, emails, social media posts or texts directed at someone on the basis of someone’s ethnicity, religious beliefs or sexual orientation

· Use of images or videos for the purpose of ridicule

8. Use of mobile phones by parents, volunteers and other visitors

Anyone visiting the school site must adhere to this policy.

This means:

· Not taking pictures or recordings of pupils other than their own, without consent from the headteacher
· Using any photographs or recordings for personal use only, and not posting them on social media 
Parents and other visitors will be informed of the rules for mobile phone use when they sign in at reception or attend a public event at school. 

Parents must use the school office as the first point of contact if they need to get in touch with their child during the school day. They must not try to contact their child on his/her personal mobile during the school day.

9. Loss, theft or damage

The school accepts no responsibility for devices that are lost, damaged or stolen on school premises or transport, during school visits, or while pupils are travelling to and from school. 
10. Monitoring and review

The school is committed to ensuring that this policy has a positive impact of pupils’ education, behaviour and welfare and will be reviewed regularly. 
11. Parent and Pupil Agreement

Having read this policy, if you believe that your child needs to bring a mobile phone, or any piece of internet enabled technology to school, please complete the Forms using the link belong;

https://forms.office.com/e/21dFyqGrEL
If you are unable to complete the Forms using this link. Please print the paper form below and return it to your child’s class teacher.[image: image1.png]
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